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“introduced,” respectively, by Louis Auch- 
incloss, Gay Wilson Allen, Philip Wagner, 
Sherman Paul, William Wasserstrom, Merle 
E. Brown, and Nathan A. Scott, Jr. Asa 
tardy response to a burgeoning cult, Ma/- 
colm Lowry: His Art and Early Life, A 
Study in Transformation, by M. C. Brad- 
brook (Cambridge University Press, 1974, 
170 pp., $6.95), furnishes biography in 
relationship to ML’s canon, a fairly detailed 
survey of the writings, and the texts of two 
early stories — all in all, a welcome supple- 
ment to the Selected Letters (Lippincott, 
1965) and written by a sympathetic scholar 
who has the advantage of knowing the 
neighborhood in which Lowry grew up and 
the Cambridge of the 1930s. 


12. Vox Populi: For several years Bowling 
Green University Popular Press has been 
steadily releasing a spate of lively books and 
monographs, many of which have been 
mini-reviewed. Now in good time comes a 
treatise to tell us what this enterprise is 
about: Parameters of Popular Culture, by 
Marshall Fishwick (1974, 175 pp., $7.95 
cloth, $3.00 paper), is one man’s earnest 
effort to focus on the multiple differences 
within a culture as they ‘‘congeal and make a 
totality.” More to the point, the Prologue 
and subsequent nineteen chapters assess this 
many-splendored discipline and inquiry that 
surfaced in the late 1960s to consider the 
question, “how fares the people’s culture 
...in the last quarter of the 20th century?” 
One such answer is Vaudeville U.S.A., by 
John E. DiMeglio (1974, 259 pp., $8.95 
cloth, $3.95 paper), who sees “Vaudeville, 
vaudevillians, and their audiences [as] Amer- 
ica in microcosm,” thus cultural phenomena 
with important implication for teachers of 
20th century American literature. 


JOHN R. WILLINGHAM 
University of Kansas 


IF 


you teach composition using literary 
readings, you need a good introduc- 
tory unit that will help your students 
to understand what composition is, 
why it is important and how it can be 
improved. 


THE IDEA OF COMPOSITION 


is a practical, teachable, low-cost book 
that can give students the background 
information they need for success in 
composition. 


Written by members of the English 
Department at University of Wisconsin- 
Oshkosh. Ten essays for reading and 
discussion. 80 pages. Priced under 
$2.00. Send for examination copy. 
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